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 San Diego County W~er Authority

(6t9) 682-4100 FAX (519) 297:05!1

November I0, !998                             .

_Rv ti,x: O t d-fiS4-O7gO

R~: Early r,:view dr~L’~ or" Wal:er Transfer Program Appendix

Dear L~srer:

Thank you tbr the opponu~y to review ~e draft of CalFed’s Wa~er Tr~t~r
Pro~r~ Ai~pend~ and ~ s~mar~ fo~ fi~ draf~ revised Ph~e ~ Kepoa. Overall
San Diego Coumy Water A~rity finds ~hese ~o be wo~whJle dOCUments thaz
fl~oroughly examine file issues a~ hand. We agree wi~h ~e asse~ion in the s~ma~
~’a~er transfers ~e ~ impo~ ~a~er m~agemem t~ol i~ C~itbmia ~d have the
"’potennal ~o play ~ even more signific~ role in ~e fi~t~e."

In general, the Auchorky believes ~at *he ins~tufional frmnework proposed by
CaWed mu~t encourage and l~ci!i,ate wa~er ~ranst~r~, not place more roadblocks in their
pavia, h ~ho,]d provide/~ir, timely procedures tbr determining ~he availability of
conveyance capacity and o~r appropriate protection or t~itigation thr [mpac~ caused by
II’allsl~r~ ~,ar specific commen~

* ’l h~: imroduc~ions ~t~ bo~h ~he summary and :he appendix comend that
~ "aastbr is nm a soarce ofwa~er, bu~ ra~her a "’mechanism ~o realloca~e
supphes.’" To say ~a~ the physical ac~ ofsranstbrfing wa~er does nor
~:cw supply ]S an ac~ or" ~emanties. If one agency eonserve~ water
¢~he~i~ w~uld be io~t thr thture use and ~ransfers thaz water m anozl~er
agency, a new supply ~3 ~rea~cd de.fa¢’~o for lhose Ncezving l~e waIer.

Section 1.2 0he Role of Water Xransfers ~n Water M~agement) ret?rs ~o
uansfers designed ;o help. tneet existing nr pr~.~jec~ed ar~e~ dem~d

G--007300
G-007300



05~10~r~ Frown-                                                            T-498 P.O~’/!I F-400

Page 2

tong ~e~. This item ~mes ~a~ zueh a ~ransfer reduces ~e "long-~e~ qu~ti~y
availabie ~o ~he ~ller." This implie~ a 1o~ ~o ~e ~eney setli~ the water.        .
H~wever, wh~ ~he seller conse~es ~e water for a ~r~st~r it will not lose

economic imp~.

SectiOn 1.2,1 (Rela~ions~p ~o Other Pm~r~ Componems) idemifie~
insufZieien~ storage and eonvey~ee cepaei~j as a po~end~ impedimem
transfers. It ei~e~ the ex~ple of water eon~e~cd during ht’~ation sys~e~
must be stored ~til ~dequaze capacity ~pens to convey the water later in ~he
year. Ilowcve~, iu this example Ihere may not ~e my sho~ge of s~orage
capacity, because wa~er already must be swred for future i~ga~ion need~

We agree with the reeogt:d~ior, in ~ee~ian !.2.1 ’that transfers help to cucuv.r~ge
the efficient use ofwamr, In ~his light, we ~uggest that "Enco~em of
wa~er-use efficiency"~ b~ ~dded ~u she "" WaIer Transfers F~ions and
Benefits" box on p~e ! of~he Wa~er T~sfer Progr~ ~umm~y of~he
Phase II Repot.

Section 2 (Wa~er Transfers Defined) of~ ~ppendix note~ tha~ ~’hundred~ of
rhm~nd~ of~er~-~etofwa~r ~re ~fe~ed 5¢tweeu willing p~es’" every
year in California. While acetate an i~s face, ~his stazemen~ disrobe ~he
sitmt~ou that CoiFed needs ~o address. As ~he section goes on ~o sta~e, almos~
all the water ~r~sferred ~ Calitbmia ~od~v goes &ore one agrieultura! agency
to mother, genemily wi~ ~he S~e basin. Most of the cugen~ tmeres~ in
transfers revolves armmd ~an~act~o~ between agricultural and twb~n
agencies. VeU few of ~hese tmnst?rs have ~aken place, especially du~ng
normal supply eondi;ionz, m~d fl¢~ problems ~ha~ require solutmns invoNe
~uch dens.

’~ection 3.4 (Technical, Operational ,~n~ Administrative Rules) ~hould address
protection of wa~er rights. Some in~eresmd pa~ies who have questioned
po~enzia! long-term ~rmasfer~ f~r st~ch trattsa~’tions will result in ~he eventual
loss of their ~gh~s to the wa~er being ~old.

Section 3.4 also shoald consider Ihe quegdon of lower-priority uses 0f w~ter.
For example, if an agency with a higher pfod~y m w~ter conserves some of
it~ ~uppty, i~ ~hould be able ~o ~nzt~r ~h~ wa~er to ~ud~er agency. CoiFed
may be able ~o help clarify ~e situation ~nd in so doing hdp x~ eneotg~e
~’~er consetvndun nnd w~er
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Se~ion 3.5 (Wheeling ~d Access m Federal ~d Sta~e Convey~ce Facilities)
~i~ ~action should reoog~iz# ~hal access ~ ~gion~ ~onvey~ce facilities is
nece~a~ if C~ifomia
~sfer~ rcq~rc

¯ Section 3.5 asse~s ~hat "’fi~ere is no, predictable capaci~" for tr~sfers in the
Sta~ Water ~raject (g~) and Cemral
conveyance capacity for transfers is limited and unpredictable when wa~er is
being moved._~om ~tor~h of ~e Del~ to sou~ of~e Deha. Convey~ce
capacity o~n
Once me ~stirufiona] cons~a~ ~e removed, a full-fledged m~ket c~ exis~
for ~sfers ~at ~e place soufl~ ~he Delta x~aa~ addifioual conveyance
:~apacily.

¯ ’f~s same section ~o ~ooks at ~e qdestion of how wheeling costs should be
calculmed. It offers one "’potential soiufioa option," but ignores lhe most
obvious solution. - follow sm~c law (~cctiona 1810- ~ 8 ] 4 of the s~are wa~r
Code -- "9ola~ Use of Cap~ky ~d Wmer Coavey~ce Facilities") re~diag
what ~ agency may ch~ge for wheeI~ng wa~cr ~ugh its ~huiiiti¢s.

* "’he li~t of c~ herin ~ha~ CaWed is using to guide ks policy-level
recommendations concerning ~ranst~rs includes !he tbliowing: "’~e impac~ on
me t~s~! integrity ~fthe districts ~d on the economy of agricuhural
communities in so~ce and receiving ~a~ c~o~ be ~gnored." This
~:eeds cl~fficadon. ~a~ ~ype of ~p~ on ~ receiving ~e~ ~e

~ .. c~memplated~

, "l’he Water l~st~rs Information Clearinghouse (Section 4.4. I) is a
potemially asethl resource, l~ is impgna~l~thal !he cl¢~in~houze have
limhed scope ~I fbcu~s on ~e collection. ~mbly ~d dis~mination
intbm~afion on zr~fets ~ imereatcd p~ic~. I~ ~hvuld be a
i~fonnational resource wi~out ~y regulaio~, advisory or ~vocacy
should pray]dr ~fo~azion for ~e by imeres~ed parties. I! should no~
research or ot~r recommendations rrgard~ng specific

Section 4 6 I (Forecasting and Di~clos~c ofA~ilablr C~pac~zy) no~es ~hat
fl’e smm and fedrral govemmen~s ~11 "’forecast and disclose po~emial
eonvcyance capachy ... fbr.cfoss-Del~ waler ganstbrs." This ~nformafion will
bc vhal to ~sfers ~hat move waler across the Del~a. bu~ many
m~ns~hrs in lhe ~hlure will no£ cross ~he Deka but will none~eless require
access zo sta~e or federal conveyance thcilk~. The tbrecast and d~sclosure
provisions therefore should include a~l re~che~ of the SWP m~d CVP.
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Ag~n, we appreciate the c~ee to give you o~ eon~en~s on the dr~
Water Traa~ibr Pro~r~ Appendix and sun~a~, for a~ draft revised Phase II Report.
Please co~tact me if you ~ve any questions a~u~ o~

S~cerely,

GoMo~ ~. l..lcss
Director, Imposed Wazer Depa~ment

A~tact~ent: San Diego C0un~y Wa[er Authority C~Fed Water Tr~fe~ Policy Prineiple~
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